
December 2021 Family Newsletter

Director’s Letter

Dear VAIS Families,

Extending my sincere appreciation to all of you for participating in our recent VAIS events!

Thank you for coming to our December Community Gathering virtually and for participating

in our fundraisers.  We love “seeing” all our families!  Your generous support with our

successful Giving Tuesday, is also appreciated.  Thanks everyone!

We excitedly accepted the charter renewal for 2022-2027! This charter renewal allows us to

continue to provide the opportunity for K-5 students to learn the Mandarin language within

the Verona Area School District.  Special thanks to Teresa Mueller, James Kokalj, and Carolyn

Jahnke, VAIS parents, for their support and dedication to our school, allowing this renewal process to go so smoothly. We are also

grateful for Dr. Clardy and our VASD School Board for their support of our great school.  It is awesome to know that more families

will be able to “Say Yes to VAIS” in future years.

At VAIS, guiding our students to be successful is a pivotal part of each day and is embedded into our school goals.  Currently, our

staff is working on goals in both English and Mandarin to increase student achievement.

Our English goals, which are part of our Theory of Action are as follows:

● VAIS Students will increase at least 3 levels in Fountas and Pinnell reading levels and/or move from Urgent Intervention to

Intervention on STAR Assessment.

● Verona Area International School will increase 1% on the STAR reading mean to move from 82% to 83%.

Our Mandarin goals, which are part of our Theory of Action are as follows:

● VAIS Students will increase their Mandarin Speaking Skills.  The percentage of students at the novice level in STAMP will

decrease from 77% to 72% WHILE the percentage of students at the intermediate level will increase from 10% to 28%.   By

providing opportunities for students to increase their proficiency in their Mandarin Speaking Skills, we will return to our

pre-COVID proficiency levels.

As a school team, we will work on these goals through the 21-22 school year and into the 22-23 school year.  We will focus on

personalized learning, our English and Mandarin curricula and specific professional development opportunities to help us achieve

these goals. Our dedicated staff is committed to guiding our students to be the best they can be.

In January, we will be moving into the enrollment season.  This is our opportunity to spread the good news about VAIS to

prospective families who will join our community in the 2022-2023 school year.  All our tours as well as our evening orientation will

be in person. We always welcome help with these tours, so if you are interested in volunteering, please let us know. Please see our

website for dates and details.

On behalf of the VAIS staff, we wish you and your family a peaceful, healthy and safe Winter Break. We look forward to sharing

2022 with you. Thank you for spreading the good news about VAIS when you may interact with families considering school options

in the Verona Area School District next year.

Most Sincerely,

Ann Princl, VAIS Director



Family Communication

Communication is so very important, hence it is provided to families in a variety of ways. Our

district website as well as our site website are great ways to receive general information. As a site,

we provide a monthly newsletter and school messengers to keep folks in the know.  Our school

staff, and in particular our classroom teachers also stay connected with families via email,  phone

calls as needed, report cards and conferences.

As a school team, we are doing the important work of caring for all our learners. During the school

day, we are working on the teaching and learning process to ensure students are all getting what

they need.  Because of this, some communication takes place outside of the school day. In addition, we may need more time to

completely answer questions or provide followup, and thus we thank you in advance for your kind patience.  Please note, staff are

guided to respond to families within 24 hours within the work week, and will indicate they need more time, if necessary. Emails

received on Friday evenings will be responded to the following week.

We appreciate the time and grace given to our school team when providing assistance and answering questions. We do our best

everyday to meet the needs of all our learners, and will continue to keep you in the loop during this process. Thank you for your

continued support!
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Supplies for the Art Room

Can you donate to the art room?  Over winter break take a look around your house to see if you have any of the following items:
● pony beads (or any other beads with big holes)
● yarn
● needles (plastic or metal)
● thread
● fabric
● stuffing
● pipe cleaners
● popsicle sticks, wooden stirrers, or any other kinds of small craft sticks
● ribbon
● patterned/fancy/origami paper

Please bring any donations to the art room or the office after winter break.



Hello from Mrs. Kass and Mrs. Higgins!

As we close out December and look forward to 2022 there are a few things to keep in mind
when our learners return to school in January.

● The calendar says December, but the weather has been anything but winterlike so far,
but that will change and our learners will need to be  properly dressed for outdoor recess, so
please make sure your child comes to school each day with a hat, mittens, snow pants, boots
and coat.  We go out in all kinds of weather and in temperatures to -10 windchill!

● During the winter months we see an increase in illnesses, please remember to call the
attendance line and leave a message 608-845-4500 or email the attendance line at vais-attendance@verona.k12.wi.us

● If there is a change to the end of the day routine or you will be picking your child up for an appointment, please continue
to email the attendance line vais-attendance@verona.k12.wi.us and your child’s teacher.

● If your child is returning from an appointment, we ask that you walk them into the office and sign them back into school.
● It is very important for our learners to have a fully charged iPad at the start of each school day.  Please charge the iPads

overnight.

Thank you for all you do and for helping us in the office keep everyone healthy and safe. Happy New Year!

Hello from the Music Room!

December is a busy time in the music room! K/1s were introduced to the Nutcracker and learned to dance and play along with
various parts of the Nutcracker story. They continue to explore basic rhythmic building blocks, high/low, loud/soft, and echo
singing. They have immersed themselves in various penguin songs and can even polka! 2/3s have been learning American Sign
Language to sing “Just One Candle.” They are also exploring different parts of the Nutcracker through movement, and rhythmic
playing. They have learned more songs and music games from around the world, including Sorida, Shake the Papaya, and Tideo.
They also enjoy solo singing/guessing games. Ask them about “Doggie, Doggie!” 4/5s are working hard at expanding their rhythmic
and solfege knowledge, as well as their staff reading. They have explored comparing and contrasting Nutcracker
styles/performances and have rocked Nutcracker “bucket drumming.”

Save the Date! Spring Music Concert - Friday, May 13, 2022

Storytime & Fundraiser at Kismet Book in Verona Rewind

Many thanks to everyone who represented Team VAIS at Kismet Books in Verona on Saturday,
December 4! Families enjoyed “Hot Pot Storytime'' led by Ms. Johnson, Huang Laoshi, and
fourth grade students Keegan Corning and Phoenix Feder as well as a craft activity and time for
shopping. Rye Kimmett, the owner of Kismet Books, generously donated $189.26 back to VAIS
to benefit public Chinese immersion education! Special thanks to the VAIS Community Relations
Committee for organizing this fun community event.

VAIS Charter Unanimously Renewed

On Monday, December 14, the VAIS charter was unanimously renewed by the VASD School Board for another 5-year term
from 2022-2027. Under Wisconsin law, the longest a school charter can be renewed is 5 years. Also Dr. Clardy made special
mention of how he enjoyed working with Ms. Princl and what a rockstar we have in our Director!
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Community Gathering Recap

VAIS students, staff, and family members began their Thursday,

December 16, with an energetic blended Community Gathering

featuring a small in-person group of student presenters and

staff in the library as well as classrooms and families connected

via Zoom. The gathering included announcements, video

updates from VAIS and NCS classrooms, information about the

upcoming Operation Gratitude project from VAIS 1st graders, a

reminder about “0” voices in the hallways, and  book talks from

students promoting their current favorite reads.

Hello from the Library

While statistics do not always tell the entire story, we are proud to have circulated our highest number of items yet in November
with 1827 total checkouts! Everyone Fiction, also known as picture books, led the way again, but it was followed by Everyone
Nonfiction, which is a collection of fact-based picture books on a wide variety of high-interest topics. It is wonderful to see
teachers, support staff, and students connecting with great books, and we appreciate all the adult and student volunteers who so
generously shelved the 1827 items and helped keep the library organized.

Curriculum Update: This month we are focusing on book talks, also known as book buzzes, which feature five main parts: a hook to
generate interest and capture the listener’s attention, a sentence or two about the main character(s) and setting, a summary of a
challenge or obstacle faced in the story, and a cliffhanger that does not give away the end of the book. At the end of a book talk or
book buzz, be sure to show the title and author and encourage a friend to read it for themselves! Third through fifth graders are
beginning to explore Follett Destiny and learn to use the library catalog to search for books and place holds.

What’s New? New books for our library are paid for by Wisconsin’s Common School Fund, which distributes annual earnings to
public schools throughout the state. Be sure to check out the following titles that have recently been added to our collection based
on student and staff requests as well as curriculum needs!

Happy reading!
Ms. Roltgen



Tea Taste for Students

The students had a great opportunity to learn
about and  taste several different types of tea
last week at the VAIS Tea Taste.  The Tea Taste
allowed our students to learn more about
Chinese culture and be able to taste tea in an
authentic way.

This event was sponsored by our Confucius
Institute connection in China which is
South-Central University for Nationalities
(SCUN).

Calling all Recess Volunteers!

Recess is a fantastic time of day for students to run, enjoy our playground equipment, chat with friends, and play

games. We welcome parents/guardians to volunteer to be at our recess times to guide students with games. If

this interests you, please attend one of our Recess Overview Sessions on either Tuesday, December 14,

5:15-5:45 pm, or Monday, January 10, 5:45-6:15 pm, to find out how you can help and learn the recess

expectations we have for our students. At these sessions, a Sign Up Genius will be shared allowing you to choose

days/times that work for you.

Recess Overview Sessions will be provided in person in our school library and via Zoom, allowing you to choose how to attend.

Please note, you must attend one of these Recess Overview Sessions prior to volunteering at recess. Thank you for considering this

opportunity to volunteer at our school during recess times!

Recess Overview Session

Monday, January 10, 2022⋅5:45 – 6:15pm

Join Zoom Meeting

ID: 93754381407

Passcode: FdkFvNxK

VAIS Recess Times Tuesday-Friday

9:10-9:30 = K & 1st

12:50-1:10 = 4th & 5th

1:20-1:40 = 2nd & 3rd

*There are a few variations in the schedule due to related arts and field trips. These details and times will be shared at the Recess

Overview Sessions.

Library and Classroom Support Volunteers Needed!

If you'd like to volunteer during the school day, there are always plenty of projects that keep the library running smoothly and assist
classroom teachers with project prep. No prior experience is necessary, and your help is greatly appreciated! At this time, Fridays
from 10:45-11:45 am are reserved for VAIS parent volunteers. New dates have been posted for January and February 2022. Please
sign up via Sign Up Genius.

https://zoom.us/j/93754381407?pwd=cWFDQUNXRjBadk1Qd2VEQm9YTnhGdz09
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10c044aadaa2ea7fa7-vais4


Operation Gratitude - Thanking All Who Serve

For the month of January, first grade will be collecting items to fill care packages for military and first responder heroes. We are
collecting protein snacks, drink mixes, hygiene wipes, leisure items, gently used and clean stuffed animals (no larger than 6"-8"),
and handwritten letters of gratitude. All new and sealed food must have a best by date longer than six months. Please do not send
pork food items. Thank you for supporting our troops and showing our children that yes, they too, can make a difference.




